
history	of	ruby	falls
The	Enchanting	History	of	Ruby	Falls:	Discovering	an	Underground	Wonder	history	of	ruby	falls	is	a	fascinating	journey
into	the	depths	of	one	of	America’s	most	extraordinary	natural	attractions.	Nestled	within	Lookout	Mountain	near
Chattanooga,	Tennessee,	Ruby	Falls	isn’t	just	a	stunning	underground	waterfall;	it’s	a	remarkable	story	of	exploration,
innovation,	and	determination	that	has	captivated	visitors	for	nearly	a	century.	If	you’ve	ever	wondered	how	this
breathtaking	subterranean	marvel	came	to	be	discovered	and	developed,	you’re	in	for	an	intriguing	tale	that	combines
geology,	adventure,	and	human	ingenuity.

The	Origins	of	Ruby	Falls:	A	Hidden	Gem	Beneath	Lookout
Mountain
The	story	begins	in	the	early	20th	century	when	Lookout	Mountain	was	already	famous	for	its	scenic	beauty	and	tourist
appeal.	However,	beneath	its	lush	exterior	lay	a	secret	waiting	to	be	unveiled—a	cavern	with	a	waterfall	that	would	soon
capture	the	imagination	of	many.

Leo	Lambert’s	Visionary	Exploration
The	history	of	Ruby	Falls	is	deeply	intertwined	with	the	life	of	Leo	Lambert,	a	cave	enthusiast	and	entrepreneur.	Lambert
was	inspired	by	the	success	of	nearby	Rock	City	and	the	Ruby	Falls	Cave—the	latter	named	for	a	ruby-colored	glowworm
found	within.	However,	it	was	his	discovery	and	development	of	a	new	cavern	that	would	become	Ruby	Falls	that	truly
marked	his	legacy.	In	1928,	Lambert	purchased	the	Lookout	Mountain	property	with	the	intention	of	expanding	the
underground	attractions.	His	goal	was	to	create	a	unique	experience	that	combined	natural	wonder	with	accessibility.
Using	dynamite	and	painstaking	manual	labor,	Lambert	embarked	on	an	ambitious	project	to	carve	an	elevator	shaft
deep	into	the	mountain,	opening	up	access	to	the	previously	hidden	cave	system.

The	Dramatic	Discovery	of	the	Waterfall
As	the	workers	excavated	the	shaft,	they	reached	the	depths	of	the	mountain	in	1928—about	1,120	feet	below	the
surface.	It	was	there	that	they	stumbled	upon	a	breathtaking	underground	waterfall	plunging	145	feet	into	a	vast
chamber.	This	stunning	cascade	was	later	named	Ruby	Falls,	after	Lambert’s	wife,	Ruby,	adding	a	personal	touch	to	the
natural	spectacle.	The	waterfall	was	unlike	anything	previously	accessible	to	the	public.	Illuminated	with	colored	lights,	it
created	a	magical	atmosphere	that	drew	tourists	from	across	the	country.	The	attraction	quickly	became	a	symbol	of
Chattanooga’s	unique	blend	of	natural	beauty	and	human	creativity.

Geological	Marvel:	Understanding	the	Formation	of	Ruby	Falls
To	truly	appreciate	the	history	of	Ruby	Falls,	it’s	important	to	understand	the	geological	forces	that	created	this	wonder.
The	waterfall	is	part	of	a	limestone	cave	system	formed	over	millions	of	years.

The	Role	of	Limestone	and	Water	Erosion
Ruby	Falls	is	located	within	the	Cumberland	Plateau,	an	area	characterized	by	vast	limestone	deposits.	Over	millennia,
acidic	rainwater	seeped	through	cracks	in	the	limestone,	slowly	dissolving	the	rock	and	carving	out	extensive	cave
systems	beneath	Lookout	Mountain.	This	process	of	chemical	weathering	and	erosion	led	to	the	formation	of
underground	channels	and	chambers.	Ruby	Falls	itself	is	created	by	an	underground	stream	that	flows	through	the	cave,
eventually	plunging	over	a	cliff	inside	the	cavern	to	form	the	waterfall.

The	Unique	Environment	of	the	Cave
The	cave	housing	Ruby	Falls	maintains	a	constant	temperature	year-round,	providing	a	stable	environment	for	the
formations	inside.	Visitors	can	observe	not	only	the	waterfall	but	also	impressive	stalactites,	stalagmites,	and	other
speleothems	that	tell	a	story	of	the	cave’s	slow	geological	development.

Ruby	Falls	Through	the	Decades:	Growth	and	Public	Fascination
Since	its	opening	to	the	public	in	1930,	Ruby	Falls	has	undergone	numerous	changes	and	improvements,	reflecting
broader	trends	in	tourism	and	cave	exploration.

From	Local	Curiosity	to	National	Attraction
In	its	early	years,	Ruby	Falls	attracted	mainly	regional	visitors,	but	word	of	mouth	and	strategic	marketing	helped	it	gain
national	attention.	The	combination	of	an	elevator	ride	deep	into	the	mountain	and	the	awe-inspiring	waterfall	made	it	a
must-see	attraction	in	the	southeastern	United	States.	During	the	mid-20th	century,	Ruby	Falls	became	a	popular	stop
for	family	road	trips	and	honeymooners.	Its	accessibility—unlike	many	caves	that	require	strenuous	hiking—made	it	ideal



for	visitors	of	all	ages.

Innovations	in	Cave	Tourism
Over	time,	the	management	of	Ruby	Falls	invested	in	lighting,	walkways,	and	guided	tours	to	enhance	the	visitor
experience.	These	efforts	helped	preserve	the	cave’s	natural	beauty	while	making	it	safer	and	more	educational.	The
introduction	of	LED	lighting	and	multimedia	presentations	in	recent	decades	has	allowed	guests	to	appreciate	the	cave’s
features	in	new	ways,	blending	entertainment	with	education	about	geology	and	conservation.

Tips	for	Visiting	Ruby	Falls	Today
Understanding	the	history	of	Ruby	Falls	adds	a	rich	layer	to	any	visit.	Here	are	some	practical	tips	to	make	the	most	of
your	trip:

Plan	Ahead:	The	attraction	is	popular	year-round,	so	booking	tickets	in	advance	is	recommended,	especially
during	peak	tourist	seasons.
Wear	Comfortable	Shoes:	The	tour	involves	walking	on	uneven	surfaces	and	stairs,	so	sturdy	footwear	will
keep	you	comfortable.
Take	the	Guided	Tour:	Knowledgeable	guides	share	fascinating	stories	about	the	history,	geology,	and	legends
surrounding	Ruby	Falls,	enhancing	your	experience.
Explore	Other	Lookout	Mountain	Attractions:	Consider	visiting	nearby	sites	like	Rock	City	and	the	Incline
Railway	to	fully	appreciate	the	area’s	natural	and	historical	significance.

The	Legacy	of	Ruby	Falls:	More	Than	Just	a	Waterfall
Ruby	Falls	stands	today	not	only	as	a	beautiful	natural	wonder	but	also	as	a	testament	to	human	curiosity	and
perseverance.	The	history	of	Ruby	Falls	highlights	how	a	daring	vision	and	relentless	effort	transformed	a	hidden
underground	cavern	into	a	celebrated	landmark.	For	generations,	Ruby	Falls	has	inspired	awe	and	wonder,	reminding	us
of	the	incredible	natural	processes	shaping	our	world	beneath	the	surface.	Whether	you’re	a	geology	enthusiast,	history
buff,	or	simply	a	curious	traveler,	the	story	of	Ruby	Falls	offers	a	compelling	glimpse	into	the	interplay	between	nature
and	human	discovery.

Questions
What	is	the	origin	of	Ruby	Falls?

Ruby	Falls	was	discovered	in	1928	by	Leo	Lambert,	a	cave	enthusiast	and	owner	of	Lookout	Mountain	Cave,	during	an
excavation	to	extend	a	commercial	cave	tour	in	Chattanooga,	Tennessee.
Why	is	it	called	Ruby	Falls?

Ruby	Falls	is	named	after	Leo	Lambert's	wife,	Ruby,	and	the	waterfall	is	illuminated	with	red	lights,	which	inspired	the
name.
How	was	Ruby	Falls	formed?

Ruby	Falls	was	formed	over	thousands	of	years	by	water	seeping	through	limestone,	creating	an	underground	waterfall
inside	Lookout	Mountain	Cave.
When	was	Ruby	Falls	opened	to	the	public?

Ruby	Falls	was	opened	to	the	public	in	1930	as	a	commercial	cave	and	waterfall	attraction.
What	makes	Ruby	Falls	unique	compared	to	other	waterfalls?

Ruby	Falls	is	unique	because	it	is	located	deep	inside	Lookout	Mountain	Cave,	making	it	one	of	the	tallest	and	most
impressive	underground	waterfalls	open	to	the	public	in	the	United	States.
How	has	Ruby	Falls	contributed	to	local	tourism?

Ruby	Falls	has	been	a	significant	tourist	attraction	for	Chattanooga,	drawing	visitors	from	around	the	world	and
contributing	to	the	local	economy	by	promoting	natural	history	and	cave	exploration.
History	of	Ruby	Falls:	Unveiling	the	Hidden	Gem	Beneath	Lookout	Mountain	history	of	ruby	falls	traces	back	to	the
early	20th	century,	revealing	a	captivating	narrative	of	discovery,	innovation,	and	natural	wonder.	Ruby	Falls,	located
within	Lookout	Mountain	near	Chattanooga,	Tennessee,	is	a	spectacular	underground	waterfall	that	has	intrigued	visitors
and	explorers	for	decades.	Its	story	intertwines	geology,	human	endeavor,	and	tourism,	making	it	a	significant	landmark
in	the	southeastern	United	States.

The	Origins	of	Ruby	Falls
The	history	of	Ruby	Falls	begins	with	the	exploration	of	Lookout	Mountain’s	extensive	cave	systems.	Before	it	became	a



popular	tourist	attraction,	the	area	was	known	primarily	to	locals	and	spelunkers	fascinated	by	the	mysterious
underground	passages.	The	mountain	itself	is	a	geological	marvel,	featuring	limestone	formations	that	allowed	water	to
carve	intricate	caves	and	caverns	over	millions	of	years.	Ruby	Falls	was	discovered	in	1928	by	Leo	Lambert,	a	local	cave
enthusiast	and	entrepreneur.	Lambert	had	previously	gained	recognition	for	his	work	on	Ruby	Cave	in	Kentucky,	which
inspired	the	naming	of	Ruby	Falls.	His	vision	was	to	create	a	unique	tourist	destination	by	opening	a	previously
inaccessible	underground	waterfall	to	the	public.	The	waterfall	was	named	after	Lambert’s	wife,	Ruby,	cementing	a
personal	connection	to	the	site.

Discovery	and	Development
The	discovery	of	Ruby	Falls	was	not	accidental	but	rather	the	result	of	deliberate	exploration.	Lambert	purchased	Lookout
Mountain	Caverns	and	began	extensive	excavation,	employing	dynamite	and	manual	labor	to	carve	a	tunnel	deep	into
the	mountain.	This	tunnel	eventually	led	to	the	breathtaking	waterfall,	which	plunges	approximately	145	feet	within	a
cavern	nearly	1,120	feet	underground.	The	development	phase	involved	not	only	clearing	the	path	but	also	installing
lighting	and	safety	features	to	accommodate	visitors.	Ruby	Falls	officially	opened	to	the	public	in	1930,	quickly	becoming
a	major	draw	for	tourism	in	Chattanooga.	The	site’s	accessibility	via	an	elevator	ride	descending	over	260	feet	into	the
mountain	made	it	a	unique	and	thrilling	experience	for	visitors.

Geological	and	Natural	Significance
Ruby	Falls	is	not	only	a	tourist	attraction	but	also	an	important	geological	site.	The	waterfall’s	existence	is	a	result	of
millions	of	years	of	natural	processes.	Water	from	rainfall	seeps	through	the	porous	limestone	of	Lookout	Mountain,
dissolving	the	rock	and	creating	underground	channels.	The	water	eventually	collects	and	cascades	down	into	the
cavern,	forming	the	stunning	waterfall	visible	today.	The	cave	system	surrounding	Ruby	Falls	features	unique	formations
such	as	stalactites,	stalagmites,	and	flowstones,	which	contribute	to	the	site’s	allure.	These	speleothems	offer	insights
into	the	region’s	climatic	history	and	geological	evolution.	For	scientists	and	enthusiasts	alike,	Ruby	Falls	serves	as	a
natural	laboratory	for	studying	karst	topography	and	subterranean	ecosystems.

Tourism	Impact	and	Visitor	Experience
Since	its	opening,	Ruby	Falls	has	played	a	pivotal	role	in	Chattanooga’s	tourism	industry.	The	site	attracts	hundreds	of
thousands	of	visitors	annually,	offering	guided	tours	that	combine	education	with	entertainment.	Visitors	descend	into
the	mountain	via	elevators,	traverse	illuminated	pathways,	and	learn	about	the	geology,	history,	and	folklore	surrounding
the	falls.	The	tourism	model	at	Ruby	Falls	is	notable	for	balancing	preservation	with	public	engagement.	The
infrastructure	development	prioritizes	minimal	environmental	disruption	while	enhancing	visitor	accessibility.	This
approach	has	helped	maintain	the	site’s	natural	beauty	and	safety	standards	over	the	decades.

Comparisons	and	Cultural	Importance
When	compared	to	other	underground	waterfalls	in	the	United	States,	Ruby	Falls	stands	out	due	to	its	height	and
accessibility.	For	instance,	it	is	one	of	the	tallest	underground	waterfalls	open	to	the	public,	surpassing	many	similar
attractions	in	both	scale	and	visitor	amenities.	Its	location	near	urban	centers	and	integration	with	Lookout	Mountain’s
other	attractions,	such	as	Rock	City	and	the	Incline	Railway,	enhances	its	cultural	significance.	Ruby	Falls	has	also
become	a	symbol	of	Chattanooga’s	natural	heritage	and	a	point	of	community	pride.	It	features	in	local	art,	literature,
and	promotional	material,	embedding	itself	in	the	cultural	fabric	of	the	region.	Seasonal	events	and	special	tours	further
connect	the	site	with	broader	public	interests	beyond	geology	and	tourism.

Pros	and	Cons	of	Ruby	Falls	as	a	Tourist	Destination
Pros:	Unique	natural	wonder	accessible	via	safe,	well-maintained	pathways;	educational	tours;	proximity	to	other
major	attractions;	year-round	availability.
Cons:	Limited	accessibility	for	visitors	with	mobility	challenges	due	to	underground	terrain;	potential
overcrowding	during	peak	seasons;	preservation	challenges	due	to	high	visitor	volume.

Modern	Developments	and	Conservation	Efforts
In	recent	years,	Ruby	Falls	has	embraced	technology	and	sustainability	to	enhance	visitor	experience	and	environmental
stewardship.	Advanced	lighting	systems	now	minimize	ecological	impact	while	highlighting	the	cavern’s	natural	features.
Interactive	exhibits	provide	deeper	context	about	the	site’s	geological	and	historical	significance.	Conservation	efforts
focus	on	protecting	the	cave’s	delicate	formations	and	water	quality.	Partnerships	with	geological	societies	and
environmental	organizations	help	monitor	the	site	and	implement	best	practices.	These	initiatives	ensure	that	the	history
of	Ruby	Falls	continues	to	be	preserved	for	future	generations	while	allowing	public	enjoyment.

Educational	and	Scientific	Contributions



Ruby	Falls	is	not	only	a	tourist	destination	but	also	a	hub	for	education	and	research.	Schools	frequently	organize	field
trips	to	the	site,	where	students	learn	about	geology,	hydrology,	and	environmental	science	firsthand.	Researchers	study
the	cave’s	microclimate,	mineral	deposits,	and	subterranean	life	forms,	contributing	valuable	data	to	the	scientific
community.	The	interpretive	programs	at	Ruby	Falls	emphasize	the	importance	of	preserving	natural	landmarks	and
understanding	earth	sciences.	This	educational	role	enhances	the	site’s	value	beyond	entertainment,	fostering
awareness	and	appreciation	of	natural	history.	The	history	of	Ruby	Falls	is	a	testament	to	human	curiosity	and	respect	for
nature’s	wonders.	From	its	daring	discovery	to	its	development	as	a	premier	tourist	attraction,	Ruby	Falls	continues	to
enchant	and	educate	visitors,	standing	as	a	shining	example	of	geological	marvel	and	cultural	heritage.
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